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Abstract

The Ottoman Caliphate (from 1299 to 1924) was a great Muslim empire. At its height (16th-17th
centuries), the empire spanned three continents and covered much of Southeast Europe, the Middle
East, and North Africa. The borders of this great empire extended from the Straits of Gibraltar in
the West, the Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf in the East, and the borders of Austria, Slovakia
and Crimea (now Ukraine) in Europe, in the North to Sudan, Somalia and Yemen in the south.
Apart from the vassal territories of Moldavia, Transylvania and Wallachia, it had 29 provinces.
The Ottoman Caliphate or the Ottoman Empire was not much different from its predecessors, the
Umayyad and Abbasid kingdoms, and the study of its history tells us the law of the rise and fall of
nations is the same for all. The empire called the Ottoman Caliphate was originally a monarchy in
which the element of Islam grew and diminished according to the intentions of the rulers. The
Muslim political thought in the Ottoman period is dominated by the thought of two great
Personalities, Muhammad bin Abdul Wahab (born: 1703 - died: 21 May 1792) and Mustafa Kamal
Pasha (born: 1881 - died: 10 November 1938), who both are diametrically opposed to each other.
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